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Shelburne Falls, Massachusetts 01370
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Professional Employment

2016 – present, Adjunct Professor, Department of Geosciences, University of Massachusetts Amherst

2015 – present, Regents Professor Emeritus, Large Lakes Observatory (LLO), University of Minnesota Duluth
2009 – 2015, Regents Professor of Geological Sciences, LLO, University of Minnesota Duluth
1994 - 2009, Professor of Geological Sciences, LLO, UMD
2005-2006 – sabbatical leave at Lamont-Doherty Earth Observatory of Columbia University (Fall Semester 2005), Department of Earth Sciences at Cambridge University (Lent Term 2006), Centre for Water Research, University of Western Australia, Perth (May – July 2006)

1994 – 2004 Founding Director, Large Lakes Observatory, University Minnesota Duluth

1993-94, Fulbright Senior Scholar in France, CNRS-Luminy

1983-94, Associate Professor and Professor of Geology, and Director of Duke/UNC Oceanographic Consortium, Duke University Marine Lab, Beaufort, NC

1981-83, Associate Professor and Director of Limnology, University Minnesota Duluth

1975-81, Assistant and Associate Professor, Department of Geology and Geophysics, University of Minnesota Twin Cities

1968-71, Officer, U.S. Coast Guard

1967-68 and 1971-74, Research Assistant, Scripps Institute of Oceanography, University of California San Diego

Education

1975, Ph.D., Oceanography, Scripps Institution of Oceanography, University of California San Diego, La Jolla, CA

1967, B.S., Oceanography, University of Washington, Seattle

Research Interests 

Paleoclimate records from large lakes, based on geochemical signals in sediment cores.  Sedimentary processes and patterns of sedimentation in large lakes, including Lake Superior, the large lakes of the East African Rift Valley, and Issyk Kul (Central Asia).  

Honors and Awards

2014 – present, Fellow of the American Association for the Advancement of Science

2011 - present, Fellow of the American Geophysical Union

2010 – 2015, Resident Fellow, Institute on the Environment, University of Minnesota

2009 - present, Regents Professor, University of Minnesota
2006, Gledden Visiting Fellowship, University of Western Australia, Perth

2006, Overseas Visiting Scholar, St. John’s College, Cambridge University, UK

2003, Awarded the W. H. Bradley Medal by the International Association of Limnogeologists for excellence in research and service in limnogeology.
2001, The Chancellor’s Award for Distinguished Research, University of Minnesota Duluth

1996 – present   Fellow of the Geological Society of America

1993-1994, Fulbright Senior Scholar in France

1987-1992, Lynde and Harry Bradley Foundation Research Fellow

1981, George C. Taylor Award for Outstanding Research.  Institute of Technology, University of Minnesota

Membership in Professional Societies

Geological Society of America, American Association for the Advancement of Science, American Geophysical Union
Scientific Community Service

2015-
Graduate Student Research Grants Committee, Geological Society of America (Chair, 2016)

2010-2013
Council Delegate for Section E, Geology and Geography, American Association for the Advancement of Science

2007-2008
Member, National Research Council Committee on "The Earth System Context for Hominin Evolution"

2006-2014
Member, Board of Directors, International Association of Limnogeologists

2005-2011
Member, Board of Directors, Deep Observation and Sampling of Earth's Continental Crust, Inc. (DOSECC)

2004-2006 Chair, Limnogeology Division, Geological Society of America (Co-founder of Division in 2002 and served as Vice Chair until 2004)

2002-2003
Member of National Research Council Committee on “Implementation of a Seafloor Observatory Network for Oceanographic Research”

2002
Convener of NSF-funded workshop on “The Science of Freshwater Inland Seas”,  Edited the resulting “SOFIS Report”

2000–2004
Member of the Great Lakes Research Managers Council, International Joint Commission

2000-present
Associate Editor, Palaeogeography, Palaeoclimatology, Palaeoecology

1997-2000
Member of the Lake Drilling Task Force, International Continental Drilling Program

1993-2003
Member of the Steering Committee of the International Decade for East African Lakes (IDEAL). (Co-founder and Chair of Committee 1993-1999).

1993-1996 Editorial Board for Geology

1990
Co-convener of Penrose Conference on Large Lake Systems and their  Stratigraphic Record

1988-1992 Vice Chairman, University National Oceanographic Laboratory System (UNOLS)

Recent Graduate Students
Ph.D. graduates

Year Degree

Current Position

James Russell


2004

Assoc. Prof. Brown University

Chad Wittkop


2004

Assoc. Prof. MN State Univ. Mankato

Lindsay Powers

2005

Senior Scientist, US Geological Survey, Denver 

Andy Breckenridge

2005

Assoc. Prof. Univ. Wisconsin Superior

Amy Myrbo


2006

Curator, LacCore, Univ. Minnesota

Isla Castaneda


2007

Asst. Prof., University of Massachusetts
Geoffrey Chavula

2008                Lecturer, Malawi Polytechnical University

Melissa Berke


2011

Asst. Prof, University of Notre Dame
M.S. graduates

Jon Van Alstine

2006

U.S. Forest Service, Duluth, MN
Junmin Shi


2008

not known
Kelly Wendt


2010

Farmer, central MN

Benjamin Chorn

2012

Field geologist, oil exploration, Montanta
Jillian Votava


2014

Environmental consultant, Madison, WI
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